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country, you can trust Jim McGreevey to
fight for that future as Governor.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in the
gymnasium at Middlesex County Community Col-
lege. In his remarks, he referred to State
Assemblywoman Barbara Buono; State Senator
Wayne Bryant; Tom Giblin, State Democratic
chair; and Gov. Christine Todd Whitman of New
Jersey.

Remarks at a Rally for Mayoral
Candidate Ruth Messinger in New
York City
November 2, 1997

The President. Thank you very much.
Now, I’m a little hoarse, so you’re going to
have to bear with me. And I’ll try to be heard
in the back. I won’t be funny as Al Franken—
[laughter]—because I don’t want to be driv-
en from office. [Laughter] But I thank him
for being here tonight and for always being
there for me. Thank you, Al. I thank our
friends, Peter Yarrow and Judy Collins, for
performing at one of the—at this event. I
thank all of you for being here.

Let me begin by saying from the bottom
of my heart, I am profoundly grateful and
will be to my last day on this Earth to the
people of this State and especially the city
of New York for the wonderful support you
have given to me and Hillary, the Vice Presi-
dent, and our administration. Thank you.
[Applause] Thank you very much.

I look out at this sea of people here tonight
from so many different racial and ethnic and
religious backgrounds, somehow bound to-
gether across all your differences by a com-
mon concern for the future of your children,
and this is what distinguishes Democrats in
this time: a common understanding that if
we want all of our kids to do well, including
our own, we have to go forward together.

And I want to tell you tonight why I’m
here. I know why you’re here, you have a
vote in New York. [Laughter] You’re entitled
to know why I’m here. I’m here for three
reasons.

Number one, in 1991, when I first started
running for President, the borough president
of Manhattan endorsed me. Now, that may

seem like a smart decision in 1997—[laugh-
ter]—but let me remind you, in 1991, when
Ruth Messinger endorsed me, most people
in New York didn’t know who I was. [Laugh-
ter] A lot of people in New York couldn’t
find my State on a map. [Laughter] Other
people pointed out it was only about as popu-
lous as Brooklyn and what did I have any
business running for President for? [Laugh-
ter]

And then, when I got into the race, there
were a lot of people who said that I shouldn’t
be President, and others who said, well, even
if I could be President I couldn’t be elected,
and she ought to leave me. And there were
lots of times when it would have been more
comfortable for somebody who was the bor-
ough president of Manhattan to be some-
where else. But through all the times, when
I was going through my own particular New
York marathon in 1992—[laughter]—she
stuck by me, and I’m standing with her to-
night, and I’m proud to do it.

Now, there is a second reason. The second
reason I’m here is that I am very proud to
be a Democrat. And I am proud to be a part
of a party that has a broad tent and is inclu-
sive and welcomes all kinds of people. We
heard for years that if they ever gave us the
range of any executive authority, we’d be soft
on crime, foolish on welfare, we would wreck
the economy, raise taxes, and mess up the
foreign policy of the country.

Well, 5 years later, the country is stronger
around the world, we’ve advanced the cause
of peace and freedom, we have the best
economy in a generation, 3 million fewer
people on welfare, the environment is clean-
er, the schools are better, and we’re opening
the doors of college to all Americans. I think
they were wrong, the Democrats were right,
and I’m proud to be here as a part of that.

I would also like to say—and in that con-
nection, let me say I am especially pleased
to see the people who contested the Demo-
cratic primary for mayor here. The fact that
Ruth’s former opponents are here says a lot
about their character and their concern for
the people of New York. And I thank them
for being here.

Here’s the third reason, and it’s the most
important, because the third reason relates
to you. After all, this election is not about
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me or any big Republican leader who may
have been here. It only matters to those of
you who live here, to your children and your
children’s children, and the future. So I was
thinking to myself—and I had been thinking
about this for weeks because I care a lot
about Ruth and I knew when she got into
the race it would be a hard race and I knew
there were good reasons it would be a hard
race—so I said to myself, if I were a citizen
of New York, knowing what I know about
the way the world works and what’s going
on in our country, why would I vote for her?
What are the good reasons?

Well, let me begin by saying I think it’s
a good thing that crime has come down in
New York, and I don’t think any Democrat
should criticize any legitimate effort that
brought it down. After all, remember, the
first aggressive community policing and the
first drop in the New York City crime rate
began when David Dinkins was mayor. Don’t
forget that.

Now—wait a minute—so, if in the last 4
years there’s more community policing, more
sophisticated deployment of law enforce-
ment resources, if people aren’t getting has-
sled on the street as much, there’s not as
much crime and less violence and people are
less likely to get hurt, that is a good and noble
thing. That is an American ideal. That doesn’t
belong to either party. And I am proud that
our party in Washington, over the opposition
of the Washington Republicans, came out for
the Brady bill, for the assault weapons ban,
for putting more police on the street, for
doing things that would help to bring the
crime rate down.

Now—and I believe with all my heart that
there is a bipartisan, American consensus
now that we ought to keep pushing more po-
lice officers on the street, working with com-
munities, preventing crime from happening
in the first place, catching people when they
do something wrong as quickly as possible,
making the streets safer. Now, having said
that, every election ought to be about tomor-
row. What about tomorrow?

There are three things I want you to think
about. Number one, while the crime rate has
gone down in this country and in New York
City substantially in the last 51⁄2 years, crime
among people between the ages of 12 and

18 has not gone down so much; in some
places not at all. The second fact about that
is, most crime by juveniles is committed be-
tween 3 o’clock in the afternoon and 7
o’clock at night. Why? Because they’re out
of school, not at home, and mamma and
daddy are still at work.

Now, it is my opinion, having been in-
volved in law enforcement now for more than
20 years, that the most serious proposal put
forward in any of the elections occurring in
this election year likely to deter juvenile
crime and lower the crime rate is Ruth
Messinger’s call to keep all the schools in
New York open after school hours.

Second reason—I heard you amen-ing
when Ruth was talking about the schools—
if you really want a safe society, you must
have a well-educated society. New York is
blessed by having a phenomenally diverse
population, people from over 100 different
racial and ethnic groups in your school sys-
tem. But they’re all kids with minds given
to them by God, and they can all learn. They
can all learn. But they deserve good schools
with high standards, high accountability, ade-
quate investment, and, yes, we ought to do
some more in Washington. And I’m going
to do my best to help the cities alleviate the
overcrowding problem, to repair these
schools, and build new facilities. We’ve got
to do that.

But I just got back from Chicago, where
Hillary and I went because they opened up
the town to her one day—it’s my wife’s
hometown—to celebrate her 50th birthday.
And let me tell you that not so many years
ago, Chicago had, by common consent, the
worst schools of any major city in America.
They were shut down every year by a strike,
whether there was an issue or not. And that’s
all people knew about them. In the last 4
years, the people of Chicago, led by a mayor
who put education first, have begun to lit-
erally revolutionize their schools. They have
mandatory summer school for children who
don’t perform. They hold kids back if they
don’t pass an exam to go on to high school.
But they don’t just punish kids, they give all
children a chance to succeed. New York City
should give every child a chance to succeed.
Ruth Messinger cares about that.
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The third thing I want to say is this. I am
very proud of the fact that our economic poli-
cies have led to over 13 million new jobs,
an unemployment rate below 5 percent, and
the best economy in a generation. I’m proud
of that. But it bothers me that there’s still
too many people in America who have not
felt the economic recovery. I have done what
I could to provide special tax incentives for
people to invest in inner cities, to set up new
banks for people to loan money to people
who couldn’t get money in any other way to
start their own businesses, to do other things
that would rebuild the economy of areas
where the unemployment rate is too high.

But anybody who’s ever worked in this
field will tell you that the Federal Govern-
ment cannot do this alone. You have to have
State support. You have to have local sup-
port. You have to be able to work with the
private sector. And you have to try new ideas.
Believe me, no one has fully solved this prob-
lem. So I say to you, I believe if I were mayor
of New York City, I would say my three pri-
orities are: I’m going to get the unemploy-
ment rate down to the national level, I’m
going to fix our schools, and I’m going to
give these kids something to do after school
to keep them out of trouble in the first place
and keep the crime rate going down.

Now, this ought to be a positive experience
for you and a positive election, and so I say
to you——

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

The President. Let me just say this. Wait,
wait, wait. I believe in his right to free speech
more than he believes in mine. So we let
him talk a little bit. If you want to talk to
me, go out there. Don’t mess with the may-
or’s race. She doesn’t deserve this.

Who do you believe——

[At this point, there was another disturbance
in the audience.]

The President. Let me say something.
While he’s on his way out, let’s talk about
AIDS a minute. Let’s talk about this. You
all be quiet and listen to me. This AIDS issue
is a serious issue. But you never get to the

facts if you’re just screaming. And I can’t win
a screaming match today. [Laughter]

You might be interested to know, if you
think it’s important, that we have dramati-
cally increased spending on AIDS research,
dramatically increased spending—while I
was cutting other things and balancing the
budget—dramatically increased spending on
AIDS treatment; that the new drugs dramati-
cally approved much faster under my admin-
istration than ever before have lengthened
the life and the quality of life of people with
AIDS. And in terms of research, we are
spending today more than twice as much per
person with AIDS—with a fatal case of
AIDS—in research than we are women with
breast cancer, and more than 8 times as
much as men with prostate cancer. I think
we have done a good job on this issue. I’m
proud of it, and I think you should.

Now, secondly, since we’re here about the
mayor’s race, who do you think is more likely
to care more about the AIDS issue as mayor
of New York?

Audience members. Ruth! Ruth! Ruth!
The President. Now you’ve got a day and

a half. You’ve got a day and a half. I want
to ask you to do something. I was glad to
come up here tonight. I don’t have a vote.
You have a vote. I won’t be here on Tuesday
to drag people to the polls, but you can. So
think about the next day and a half and say,
‘‘You know, I’m thinking about the future of
New York. I’m worried about the kids, and
I want them off the streets and doing some-
thing positive after school. I’m worried about
our schools and I want them to be the best
in the country. And I know we’ve got to try
something new and innovative if we’re going
to cut the unemployment rate from 10 per-
cent to 5 percent. And Ruth Messinger has
a plan to deal with all three. I believe I’ll
help her.’’

Go out and do that, and have a good Tues-
day. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. in Royal
Ballroom B at the Sheraton New York Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to comedian Al Franken,
and musicians Peter Yarrow and Judy Collins.
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Proclamation 7047—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
1997
November 1, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
American Indians and Alaska Natives have

played a vital role in the life of our country,
and their many contributions have enhanced
the freedom, prosperity, and greatness of
America today. In celebrating National
American Indian Heritage Month, we reaf-
firm our country’s commitment to remember
those contributions and to honor the unique
heritage of our continent’s first inhabitants.

This special observance also reflects our
continuing commitment to American Indian
and Alaska Native tribal governments as an
integral part of the social, political, and eco-
nomic fabric of the United States. The fram-
ers of our Constitution incorporated Indian
nations into the political and legal framework
of this country, forever joining the destiny
of the tribal nations with that of the Amer-
ican people. By this action, our founders
charged themselves and future generations
with the moral obligation to guard the rights
and fundamental liberties of our country’s
tribal peoples as zealously as we protect the
rights of all Americans.

As we enter the next millennium, we have
an exciting opportunity to open a new era
of understanding, cooperation, and respect
among all of America’s people. We must
work together to tear down the walls of sepa-
ration and mistrust and build a strong foun-
dation for the future. To accomplish this, we
must strengthen tribal governments, improve
the quality of education for American Indian
and Alaska Native youth, build stable, diver-
sified economies in tribal communities, cre-
ate high-wage jobs, and ensure that all our
citizens have the skills, education, and oppor-
tunities they need to reach their full poten-
tial.

The government-to-government relation-
ship between the tribes and the United
States embodies the fundamental American
belief that people of widely varied and di-
verse cultural backgrounds can join together

to build a great country. Such greatness can
be sustained, however, only so long as we
honor the ideals and principles upon which
America is founded and abide by our com-
mitments to all our people. In recognition
of America’s moral and legal obligations to
American Indians and Alaska Natives, and in
light of the special trust relationship between
tribal governments and the Government of
the United States, we celebrate National
American Indian Heritage Month.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 1997
as National American Indian Heritage
Month. I urge all Americans, as well as their
elected representatives at the Federal, State,
local, and tribal levels, to observe this month
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of November, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 4, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 3, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 5.

Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial
Candidate Donald S. Beyer, Jr., in
Alexandria, Virginia
November 3, 1997

The President. Thank you very much.
This looks like a crowd of winners to me.
Ladies and gentlemen, I am so honored to
be here with Senator Robb and Mrs. Robb
and Congressman Moran, Congressman
Scott, your mayor, your Democratic State
chair, with Bill Dolan and Susan Payne. And
let me say, I thought Yvonne gave a great
speech, didn’t you? [Applause] And I am
very, very proud to be here—very proud—
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